
Belltown Community Council General meeting minutes 

July 8th, 2015 

Belltown Community Center, 415 Bell Street, Seattle, WA. 98121 

 
Meeting called to order by Dean McColgan, President. 
 
Board Introductions: Tracy Roberts, Secretary; Chase Green, board member; Liam Hallihan, board member; 
Keith Kentop, Vice President; Terique Scott, board member; Dean McColgan, President.  
 
Minutes for June, 2015 meeting were approved. 
 
Speaker: Joshua Curtis, Vice President, Public Area Management, MID: 
 
Joshua thanks everyone for their positive feedback to the MID ambassadors. Sharing the annual report today, 
updating what’s been happening for the last year. >70% of the funds raised go directly to the ambassadors on 
the street to ensure that they have the tools, are equipped to do their job and get paid well. 
New initiatives are the green machines. There are three of them, with one in each area of Belltown, Pioneer 
Square and the retail quarter (downtown). Since using the green machine, there has been a 30% increase of 
trash picked up by it, but there has not been an increase in the number of ambassadors which is good. There 
has been a decrease of 30% of graffiti too, but that’s because there was so much removed during the first 
month.  
There are ‘on calls’ for dog poo pick up/clean up. There is a 3 wheeled bike in Belltown and Pioneer Square. 
They go around areas known to have dog poo.  
Comment: Very quick response in cleaning up dog poo and a van was used in that instance. A: The van is more 
of a back up and can take a little longer as they may need to be called from another job.  The 3 wheeled bike is 
more efficient.  
Comment: A resident had talked to a MID employee on the bike and they stated that there’s only one business 
that allows them to fill up with water, so they have to return to base to do that. Joshua stated that they need a 
place with an outdoor spigot to refill the water. They would like to find other places to help.  
There was positive feedback from the floor.  
Joshua wanted to remind everyone that MID provides two free pressure washings per year to buildings on 
request.  
Questions asked about wages: Ambassadors start out at $10.50/hr, increasing up to $11/hr 6 months in. They 
have robust benefits offered: pension, orca card, medical, dental and vision insurance. For a while, with pay 
and benefits considered, full time staff  have been ahead of the $15/hr and are ahead of ‘for profit’ 
organizations. They come in the <500 people group.  
MID is working. They have a 1 year contract with services to manage staffing, overnight security in response to 
‘City Parks Passports’ like Westlake that need greater care and maintenance.  
Urban parks are unique in how they are used. There’s a increased degree of preying, drug use and selling.  
MID are not kicking people out of the park. There’s the opportunity to stay in the park, eat, play games. Parks 
does maintenance.  
Parks does maintenance. There’s specific staff in services who do outreach with people who use the park. It’s 4 
weeks in and being well used. Other parks need help but they cannot jump into every park right now. They 



need to show that they can maintain small parks. Answering questions about the park overnight: Occidental 
Park has it’s own security at night. They are there to watch the assets: tables, chair, foosball table, etc to make 
sure they remain in place and in good shape the following morning. As long as people are not doing any illegal 
activities, they can stay, although it’s not legal to sleep in the park overnight. There are right of way areas after 
7pm that need to stay clear.  
 
Speaker: Lt. Marc Garth-Green, Operations Lt, Community Police Team, SPD: 
 
Talked about Micro Policing Plan, creating neighborhood districts in the city. Working with 
www.nextdoor.com, facebook for neighborhoods. You sign on, put in your neighborhood (zip code) and can 
talk to each other, including SPD. Their mapping fits exactly with SPD’s mapping and splitting of 
neighborhoods.  
Priorities are: Car prowling (top priority) , QOL (quality of life),  Transient camping, Prostitution, Sit and lie, 
Drug activity. 
Dealing with car prowling, the SPD provide a car and put bags in it and catch people who break in. Car prowls 
are on the decline but admits one is too much. 
Drugs: With 9 ½ blocks there been displacement. Professionals say there isn’t but police know there is. There 
are lower level drug dealers. Also, Hondurans group are coming back in now. They are well dressed, carry 
backpacks. They are clean cut young people who get bused into the area. They have picked up a couple. They 
are deported when they are arrested.  
QOL: Police use researchers, civilians, rather than police to talk with neighborhood, asking about their 
perceptions of safety so that they get more open answers. Suggestion boxes were asked for in another area as a 
result of meeting with researchers. They will see how that works out. It will work for some people, not for 
others, but willing to try.  
Comment: It was noted from resident that there’s increased trouble in the park at night, lot of whistling.  
 
A lot of resources will be moved to Pioneer Square at night. 1 bike squad is answering non 911 calls.  
 
In the West Precinct, there are 6 officers and a sergeant at night.  
SPD are objecting to Tia Lou’s liquor license renewal.  
Club Corbu - 4 guns, 2 stolen, were recovered from the parking lot by there.  
Violent crime most happens 2200 3rd Ave, related to bars.  
Park - Issues are related to homeless issues. 
Sit and Lie - You need to give 8 hrs uninterrupted sleep to someone overnight, (unless they are blocking 
access). It’s the law.  
There’s an increased influx in the city due to great benefits/resources available.  
There’s 210 tent places available at Tent city, Interbay, Ballard, Industrial Way. 
Question: About bikes in Belltown. There’s 6 officers plus 1 sergeant who work in pairs. The 6 officers are 
across the West Precinct. 
Questions/comments: Car prowls are down. Garages and storage unit break ins are up. Bikes are being 
targeted. There’s an increase in residential and non-residential burglaries. Increase of 65% over last month, 
with most being bike thefts. Advice is to wait for door to close, not letting others enter. 2 chop shops and 600 
stolen bikes taken down. The police are using old stolen bike, putting it out to catch those who steal and link to 
who they sell it to. Advice is to record/write down the serial numbers, take picture of your bike. There’s a Get 

http://www.nextdoor.com/


my bike back app. (First link is to SPD bike recovery project information. Second link is twitter feed which 
shows and reports recovered/found bikes with pictures. Bike shop buyers will routinely check serial numbers to 
see if they are reported stolen. 
 
http://www.seattlebikeblog.com/2013/08/26/spd-launches-stolen-bike-recovery-project-get-your-bike-back/ 
https://twitter.com/getyourbikeback 
 
There’s a increase of bike thefts in the summer, kids are out of school, people on vacation. Bike thefts are up to 
replenish stock as chop shops were taken down.  
 
Find it/Fix it App: Take a picture. Good turn around.  
 
Sit and lie: SPD have to allow, (court rulings) cannot keep displacing people. They need a break. During the day 
they can be moved along but at night they don’t. 
 
Feel free to contact Lt. Marc Garth-Green about anything that didn’t come up or there wasn’t enough time.  
 
Neighborhood Reports: 
 
Public Realm Study:  Results due July 23rd. Party in the Park at Tilikum Place 5 - 7pm. Preliminary results are 
on the website. Please give feedback. 
Waterfront: Discussion on the Seattle Waterfront on 7/22  4.30 - 7pm. 
Downtown District Council: Report from the DDC - Pioneer Sq: Walkways don’t have wheelchair access; 
Crosswalk at Cornish and Mirabella, there’s not enough time for the older people and children to cross the 
intersection in a timely manner.  
Lake2bay: Liz Campbell passed out handouts about Lake 2 Bay. There’s a final presentation of architects. 
Cornish is on the steering committee. Talked about walkways and connections between Belltown and Denny 
Triangle. Volunteer opportunities are available. Visit online for what is available. This is the third public event 
and unveiling will be on the 23rd which will be on the facebook page. 
Pier 86 Grain elevators: Mural. Have hired consultants and reviewed site. The area is sealed by Coastguard, 
homeland Security and others. It has not been cleaned since it was built in 1970. Can’t get a permit.  
Jane Savard advertised Friday Belltown Beats and artists were needed. No updates with BBA.  
 
Announcements: 
 
Debra Zech Artis is one of the candidates for District 7 covering Magnolia to Pioneer Square. She is running for 
District Council. (deborahzechartis.com)  
There’s a party on Queen Anne on Saturday which is a fundraiser for a food bank. On Sunday there’s an event 
for the kids, decorate your dog and a parade. 
Thanks to Wakefield for providing the food for the meeting tonight. Great food and reviews.  
http://wakefieldbar.com/ 
Dean McColgan stated the BCC would be doing a lot of planning over the summer.  
Motion to adjourn. Meeting closed. 
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