
Belltown Community Council General meeting minutes 

June 10th, 2015 

Belltown Community Center, 415 Bell Street, Seattle, WA. 98121 

 
Meeting called to order by Keith Kentop, Vice President. 

 
Minutes for May, 2015 meeting were approved. 

 

Announcements and Neighborhood reports:  

1. Delicious food was provided by Cuadra No 32 who stepped up just last night after another restaurant 

cancelled. They are located at 2132 1st Avenue, Seattle, 98121, between Blanchard and Lenora.  206-602-6432. 

http://cuadra32.com/  Please support this new Belltown Restaurant.  

2. Dean McColgan was introduced as our new President who is passionate about Belltown and excited to get 

started. There is an open seat, vacated by Keith Kentop. 

3. Keith Kentop spoke as Election Chair. The function of the VP is to concentrate on membership, increasing 

it’s numbers.  

He spoke about Dean being the Mayor of Federal Way, sitting on councils, stating we have strong leadership in 

him. He’s already been meeting with leaders of Seattle in his new role as President.  

Charles Green, Treasurer is not present tonight due to other commitments. He will be increasing fundraising 

efforts.  

Tracy Roberts, Secretary has interests in Public Safety, planting and taking care of tree pits with a possible BBA 

involvement in encouraging it’s members to take care of the tree pits in front of their businesses. She’s also 

interested in charitable events, donations, etc. 

Liam Hallihan, Board member position #1 will continue to work in social media. 

Terique Scott, Board member position #3 will focus on residents, affordable housing and social justice. 

Chase Craig was introduced as the newest board member, in position #2. He graduated from Auburn 

University, received his law degree from Rutgers in New Jersey and since arriving in Seattle, helped found a 

non profit in Denny Triangle. His wife has been working with Councilman O’Brien.  

It was noted that during the elections, Anisha Ishida who ran for board member positions 1 and 3, is too 

valuable to not work with her and look forward to working with her in some capacity. 

 

http://cuadra32.com/


4. MID deferred coming to talk tonight due to a major incident downtown and will come next month.  

 

 

Speakers: 

Kris from LEAD works for the Public Defender Association,  not as an attorney, but as part of an independent 

non-profit law enforcement.  

Overview: LEAD started in 10/2011. Post arrest, pre booking diversion for low level drug offences, prostitution. 

Police can divert as well as residents. People can be routed into the program without being arrested. 

Patricia.sully@defender.org - for contacts information, vets information. Over the last year, Pioneer Square 

and Chinatown have been included in the project. Hoping to expand it so that squads can refer to LEAD.  Anti 

crime team, NCI ( Neighborhood Corrections Initiative), Corrections Officers and police operate in the large 

bus that can be seen downtown. When someone is arrested and meets the criteria, they can be offered the 

program and everyone is there in the bus to start it immediately.  

303 people have been offered diversion into LEAD so far. Of those, 33 declined. 270 were in the program at the 

end of April. 18 or 19 have been admitted to it since then.  

LEAD pilot first stage- Evaluation team funded by foundation not involved with LEAD. 

At end of April, they released analysis. leadkingcounty.org 

They had a control group that went into the Criminal Justice System. There was a drop of 58% (arrests) in the 

LEAD group over the control group and is 4-5 times better than court. A third report will come out in the fall. 8 

months into LEAD, Santa Fe took on LEAD. Multiple states and jurisdictions are involved, interested in LEAD. 

July 1st and 2nd, LEAD has been invited among with many others from across the country who have expressed 

an interest in the program convening at the White House in Washington,DC.  

Questions were opened up to the floor.  

Q: What is LEAD.  A: SPD, Attorneys, Evergreen Treatment Services. Office is at 3rd and Blanchard.  

Q: Criteria for referrals.  A: Person known to be engaged in low level drug activity and/or prostitution in the 

neighborhood. Anyone who has been convicted of rape, arson, murder, violent offences within 10 years are not 

accepted into LEAD. They are thinking of changing the criteria. If a person has been clean for 5yrs, etc, can they 

be included in the program. Right now, some are lifetime bans. They tried to pilot LEAD in Skyway. The 

community wanted mail theft included in the criteria making offenders ineligible.  

86% of people diverted. 56% had no ID. You can’t access certain buildings without ID, so the first thing a case 

manager does is gets a person ID. There’s ‘Harm Reduction Program’. Almost 60% have gone through chemical 

dependency program.  

mailto:Patricia.sully@defender.org


Affordable care act now pays for mental health care and drug treatment, Medicaid pays for it now, but before it 

didn’t and money came from the department, draining them.  

If you have someone who is smoking crack, call Patricia. She comes down and talks with the person.  

kris.nyrop@defender.org is Kris’s contact details. 

 

Meet the President. 

Dean McColgan spoke expressing his honor to be President of the BCC and representing Belltown.  

He grew up in Hawaii, went to school in Gonzaga, worked for Boeing. He has been married for 33 years and 

lived in Federal Way for the most part. He was mayor of Federal Way for 2 terms, 8 years in total. He enjoys 

policy stuff. He has 2 sons and 2 grandsons. He moved to Belltown 6 years ago and wanted to get involved. 

Belltown was going through a lot of changes then and was on the council for years. Lots of things are happening 

today due to the hard work of Liz Campbell. The team we have on the board is very passionate about Belltown. 

Our role is your voice. He wants everyone to participate, what are your concerns, what’s good. Lots of things are 

going on, transportation, parks, parklets, tree plantings and development impacting Belltown. We have private 

and business lives. Will reach out to Belltown for their help. Will get a survey together over the next few 

months. Excited about building relationships with the DSA, residents, council and the BBA.  

 

Neighborhood Reports: 

 

1. BCOP: Tracy Roberts, Secretary spoke. She will be re-starting BCOP again but at this time is 

talking with different agencies including MID, Mental Health Director for MID, LEAD and 

Terrie Johnston who is the Crime Prevention Co-ordinator. The idea is to plan well, talk about 

and set up training so that when we start patroling, we, as well as anyone we come into contact 

with are safe. We are not only there to report suspicious behavior, but to note blocked drains, 

graffiti. If we ensure the area is well maintained and looks good, more people will walk through 

and maybe deter certain behaviors.  

2. Downtown District Council: Jane Seward spoke on behalf of Greta and David Levinson.  

              -Don Blakenay, the former Vice Chair, has resigned as he has a new position as a Vice President  

              of the Downtown Seattle Association. 

              -There was a presentation regarding the Madison Corridor Bus Rapid Transit by Maria  

              Koengeter of the Seattle Dep't. of Transportation. Her # is 206-733-9865, should BCC want a  

              presentation. 
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             -There was a brief update on the Center City Bike Network Conceptual Design Study by Dawn  

             Schellenberg also from SDOT. 

  

             -Presentation regarding the Seattle Aquarium Expansion Project by Chris Rogers of Point 32.  

             The Aquarium is the most visited cultural site in Seattle and the Draft Master Plan will be  

             discussed on June 16, 2015 during a public open house at the Aquarium from 6:00 - 7:30 PM.  

             www.seattleaquarium.org/open-house/rsvp 

 

       3.  BHLUS: Belltown House and Land Use Site just had a presentation. Lake 2 Bay, Public Realm  

            Study. There will be a final celebratory event at Tilicum Place in late July after work. Reveal of  

            maps and drawing. 

       4.  Zhanna Kachurina, Research assistant working with the SPD was not present. Tracy Roberts  

            updated. Zhanna is planning a forum this month and has asked for dates when people are 

            available.  

  

        5. Jane Seward: Friends of Bell Street Park(FOBSP) Lots of things planned for the summer: 

            - Outdoor movies 

            - Belltown Beats every Friday from 6.30p - 7.30p. Started last week and will continue through  

              August. 

            - National Night Out will happen August 4th.  

            - Lots of information on the Parks website.  

            - Friends of Bell Street Park meet the 4th Monday of every month at the Belltown Community  

               Center at 4pm for 1 - 1.5hrs. 

            - There has already been the first day of Dogs in the park which is held in the block by Regrade  

               Park. There will be different themes, things going on each time. They are held the 1st and 3rd  

               Saturdays from noon to 3pm between 2nd and 3rd Ave on Bell Street.  

             - Salsa Dancing 

             - Urban activity camps for kids at the BCC. 

             - Belltown Crush is on August 23rd and benefits Plymouth Housing. Tickets are $25. 

             - Poetry Slam. Here a couple of times during the summer, June 28th and July 26th. 

             - National cardboard events. 

             Saturday Mornings in June, July and August, Park Stewardship. Liz Campbell is leading. 

         Jane thanked residents for delivering Belltown events flyers. 

http://www.seattleaquarium.org/open-house/rsvp


Announcements: 

Seattle Pride Parade is on June 28th, starting at 11am, running along 4th Ave, ending at 2nd and Denny 

and should last about 2.5 hours.  

There will be a table for BBA, ? BCC there.  

 

Meeting Adjourned. 

  

 


