
Belltown Community Council 

General Meeting 

June 11th, 2014   6:30 PM 

Meeting Minutes 

 

In Attendance: Elizabeth Campbell, Wendy Henning, Paul Addis, David Levinson, Andy Peck, Hiroe 

Keeler, Lisa Kentop, Keith Kentop, Geoff Wentlandt, Charles Green, Jane Savard, Tom Graff, Liam 

Hallinan, Sarina Forbes, Gina Alexander, Mary Coles, Calvin Goings and AnnMarie Hitchcock.  

 

Meeting Notes: 

1) Call to Order 

a. Elizabeth gave a brief review of recent meetings with the new board members. 

2) Neighborhood Reports 

a. Bell Street Park (BSP) 

i. Tom Graff (Friends of BSP) discussed ideas for animating the park.  

1. There are plans to close Bell Street between 2nd & 3rd avenues for events 

during happy hour which include live bands. 

2. There are also ideas for having events on the 1st Saturday each month. 

3. It was mentioned that there should be events that include dogs and 

wine (not necessarily the same event). 

ii. Tom mentioned that there are some issues related to Metro buses. 

1. The streets can’t be closed prior to 6:00 PM due to bus schedules.  

2. Friends of BSP are considering sending a letter to Parks Dept, KC Metro, 

Dow Constantine, etc. to request that buses stop using Bell Street. 

However, Tom wanted to bring it before the BCC before moving 

forward. 

3. There was general discussion among the group and two votes were 

taken: 

a. Unanimous vote by board members to allow a vote of the entire 

group 

b. Unanimous vote by group to send a letter of support for Friends 

of BSP idea to stop buses from using Bell Street. 

c. It was also mentioned that Metro is in a state of flux with 

routes, so it is a good time to do this. 

3) Speaker 

a. Geoff Wentlandt, from the Dept of Planning and Development (DPD) spoke about the 

past and future of the Belltown neighborhood. 

b. Geoff gave a brief overview of the DPD and how they help determine neighborhood 

planning. 



c. Geoff handed out documents which included a history and demographics of Belltown, 

and topics for discussion regarding the status of the neighborhood.  

d. There was some Q&A including: 

i. What will happen to the traffic when the viaduct is taken down? 

1. It is a concern and will need to be addressed. 

ii. How should we address the topics of concern? 

1. DPD could form working groups focused on specific topics.  

iii. How is a building determined to be “historic”? 

1. Geoff passed out a list. There are city/state/federal historic 

requirements.  

iv. How can we keep housing affordable? 

1. It’s a tough issue, and we need to talk more about it.  

2. There was discussion on this issue 

a. Rent has been going up by 14% when leases are renewed 

b. Change in management includes rent increases 

c. The influx in Amazon employees has been driving the market 

v. Will the increased demand and development eventually cost us some of our 

historic buildings? 

1. We need to understand the protections in place, and determine if they 

are adequate. 

2. This needs to be talked about more between BCC & DPD. 

vi. Is DPD going to do a plan for Belltown? 

vii. Yes, they will do a plan update. They would request budget/financing. They are 

also doing a comprehensive plan for Seattle, which would include Belltown.  

e. Have there been any updates to the census data? 

i. Yes, there is a sample survey done annually. 

f. Is the data in the handouts available online? 

i. No, but Geoff can email it to anybody who wants it. 

g. How do we ask questions in the future? 

i. Geoff handed out his business card. 

h. When should we talk (BCC & DPD)? 

i. Late summer or early fall would be a good time frame. 

i. Are there any plans for schools in downtown Seattle? 

i. Yes, there has been talk. 

ii. There is a possible location at 2nd & Spring Street. 

4) Speaker 

a. Judge Kimi Kondo, Seattle Municipal Court (SMC), gave an overview on the work of the 

court and efforts to address mental health issues in Seattle. 

b. Judge Kondo handed out documents which included her own bio, photo enforcement 

camera installation, Mental Health Court (MHC) fact sheet and a list of service agencies. 

c. Judge Kondo mentioned that the mentally ill population doesn’t get proper attention, so 

the MHC was established to help with needs such as housing & medication. It is more of 

a therapy court than a criminal court. 



d. Judge Kondo mentioned that the new red light cameras, while slowing traffic, will also 

cause more work for the staff who process tickets. It is also acknowledged that the 

cameras are partially to increase revenues. 

e. There was a Q&A session that included: 

i. Will the timing of yellow lights change to increase red light tickets? 

1. No, the courts would have heard about that. 

ii. Where does the red light ticket money go? 

1. To the general fund. 

iii. What percentage of folks are successful after the two years of MHC support? 

1. It’s in the handouts (24% had a jail booking, compared to 95% who 

didn’t opt-in to the program). 

iv. Does MHC coordinate with LEAD? 

1. They are separate, but they compliment each other. They see some of 

the same population. There is also a community court that is more like 

LEAD. 

v. Is the court’s calendar available online? 

1. Yes, and in the next two weeks they are implementing a new e-calendar 

system which will make the Judge’s job easier. 

vi. How many people opt-in to the MHC program? 

1. Not sure, but it’s a high rate of opt-in. 

vii. Where does money come from for the MHC program? 

1. SS disability (if they qualify). 

2. Non-profit grants. 

3. Judge Kondo mentioned that the Affordable Care Act is causing 

providers of in-patient services to shut down because of the new 

reimbursement process. For out-patient services, it takes more effort to 

monitor and is probably not as effective. 

viii. Were other options considered for slowing traffic besides cameras (speed 

bumps)? 

1. Not sure, but speed bumps wouldn’t work on main through-ways. 

ix. What is your contact info? 

1. It’s on the handout. 

5) Announcements 

a. Lisa Kentop announced the national Night Out celebration on August 5th at Bell Street 

Park. The event is posted on the Seattle Police Dept website. She’ll need assistance with 

volunteers, so feel free to contact her at lisakentop@gmail.com.   

6) Meeting was (eventually) officially adjourned at 7:55 PM. 


